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An Inſtrument 


From that little Stone cut out of the Mountain 
without hands, to help to break in Pieces, 
that Great Image which Danie/ mentions, 


Ch. 2. whoſe Feet was part Iron and part Clay. 


OO, 

A few Queries written to fatisfie the chief Preacher in the Inde- 
pendent Church in Bedford, who deſired the Author to write 
unto him, what Proofs he had for a Woman's ſpeaking in the 
Church. He being concerned that ſo many of his Hearers 
ſhould leave him to go to hear Margaret Everard declare whar 
God had done for her Soul, the 17:4 day of une laſt at my 
dwelling in Bedford, | 

Publiſhed for the Information of all Profeſſors in Religion, :thar 
are parc ſtrong and part weak (as the ter of the ſaid Image ) 
cthatis, part ſtrong in a good Belief of what Chriſt Jeſus in mer- 
cy ſuffered for all Mankind. 

But weak in Faith, in not believing that Chriſt by his ſufferings 
purchaſed a meaſure of his grace in every Soul, that 5rings Sal- 
vation to as many as are faithfull thereto, Tir. 2. 11. 

That they may no longer (like the harden'd Fews) expect another 
Grace or Saviour, (that is) a reſtraining Grace that ſhall ſorce 
them out of their Sins. 

Poor Hearts ! who has taught you, that God will except of forc'd 

| Love, when Men doth not eſteem ſuch Love each to-other. 


By WILLIAM MATHER, A truc 
Lover of eyery Soul. 


LONDON 


Printed for Sarah Howkins, in George-Tard in Lombard- 
ſtreet, 1694. : 


FRIEND. 


Hereas, Thou bid me write unto thee, my proofs; Fe 
a Woman's ſpeaking in the Church; and becauſe 
a Mens ſpeaking there, relates rherero, I ſha!l zdd ſome- 
what of it alſo; therefore co ſatisfie thee (if I czn,) I think beſt to 
do it by way of-Query, (the fewer words) that I may give oc- 
caſion to none to ſay I go about to teach thee, who art a Teach- 
er to ſo many People. 


1. DidSt. Paul write, That a Woman ſhould not be permitted 
—to ſpeak in the Church? Wilt thou not ſuppoſe, he meant the ſhould 
not ſpeak, ſo as to ask Queſtions to raiſe Diſpures ? "Thou wilt ac- 
knowledge, ſhe ought to come to Church, and not learr: only of 
her Husband at home? If not, how muſt the Widow do to learn ? 
If it had been as thou ſuppoſes, That a Woman was net to ſpeak 
at all in the Church, Pau! would not have ſaid, 7ha; evory 2m 
man, that prayethor propheſieth with her head uncovered, Lijhincurets 
ber head, 1 Cor. 11.5. And was net Phillips four Daughters 
Propheteſles, 4&s 21.9. and wherein is the difference between 
Propheſying and Preaching? 

2. Is it not recorded in the Book of Martyrs, that afcer 77am 
White, a Preacher, was burnt for the Truth, his Wife followed his 
Steps, ſowing abroad the ſame Doftrine, confirmed many in Gods 
Truth, wheretore ſhe fuffered much croub'e and puniſhment, whe- 
ther or no, -did the Church then do well to let her teach? 

3. Doſt thou own the Church of zg/:nd's Catechiſm, in which 
is written, That Baptiſm, and the Supper of the Lord are Sizns of an 
inward ard ſpiritual Grace? Now whether any in theſe days 
need to ufe the Signs that witneſs the Subſtance, (that is,) The I;- 
ward and Spirituz} Grace, to cleanſe their Souls from Sin. An- 
ſer, yea or nay ? Seeing ths grace, that came by Feſis Chrift, 
brings Salvation to ail that ovr3 it, Tir. 2 11. 1 Cor. 12.9. Rom. 1.19. 

4. Whether or no, may not a Woman vs well as a Man declare 
in a Congregation, tne Experiences ſhe has Rid of che power and 
virtue of this inward and ſpiricual G3 ac? N her Soul, and how that 
by the alone help therecf, ſhe has forſaken the Devil and ali his 
Works? It ſhe did not ſpeak this ro people God wou'd coiidemn 
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| her. Do not Women ſpeak their Experiences in your Church 
*Then no: and Sing *? Then Women may ſpeak in the Church ; and whe. 
always fi- ther mans wiſdom that preaches, be not the Woman, that ſhould not 
lent. be permitted to teach in the Church, yea or nay, I Cor. 2. 4. 13. 
-. 5; Whether or No, are not both Men and Women, Intrudors 
that do teach in a Religious Meeting other things than what they 
experimentally witneſs of the work of this inward and ſpiritual 
graze in their Souls ? Bring Scriptures only as a proof, when di- 
vinely inſpired, (by Gods grace) ſo to do ; for Pau! would preach, 

of what God had wrought in him, 2 Cor. 10. 15. Rom. 2. 21. 

6. Doſt thou believe, that this inward and ſpiritual grace is a 
witneſs againſt all Sin, in every Soul, and that People now are 
to have no other Teacher in this the day of Chriſt's ſpiritual ap- 
pearance, or ſecond coming in Spirit to cleanſe the Soul from Sin, 
And that fan is no more to be accounted of, no further than to 
encourage others to come and obey Chriſt's Grace in them, a 7ea- 
cher that cannot be removed into @ corner, Iſa. 3o. 20. Joh. 6.45. 

7. Doſt thou believe that this ſpiritual day of Grace is dawned ? 
And that there are thouſands of Souls in this Nation, that do wit- 
neſs God's promiſe fulfilled in their Souls, (that is,) of reaching hx 
people himſelf, Joel 2. 28. by his inward and ſpiritual grace; that 

, they need not the teachings of Man (as many. of us witneſs, 1 Fohy 
Praiſed be , 27.) Yet, it's a great comfort to us, to hear a Man or Woman 
1" 4 declare what they knowof God, and alfo to read in the holy Scri- 
"© ptures, the Saints Warfare and Experiences; though none of theſe 

things will do a Soul good, except he turn in his Mind, fo as to 
obey this inward and ſpiritual grace : For nature is dark as to 
the things of God, almoſt as a Beaſt, without applying to God's 
Grace for help; the alone Armor of a Chriſtian to keep off the 
Darts of the Devil. 
8. Didft thou ever know a Man, that ſinned every day, and did 
fo _— believe he muſt do fo as long as he lived, thac ever turned one 
4m, ſaith y9Þl to Ged, (that is.) to obey God's grace fairbfully? If thou didit, 
bis *Prea- Then one Sinner can convert another, and before a man is con- 
cher unto verted, he can ſtrengthen his Brethren; Is not this impoſſible ? 
»e, June 9g. Did not Jeſus come into the World as born of a Yirgin to 
18, --94. {ave all people from ſenning tere, Matth, 1. 21. If they will obey 
his Talent of Grace in them? and I alſo ask whether a man is any 
further ſaved by Chriſt, than he is ſaved from Sin? For if he is 
not ſanctified, or ſaved from committing of Sin, the fault is not 


in 


(3 ) 
in God's Grace, which is always ready to give power to reſiſt al; 
Temptations, except fiich as have ſinned out their days, 

10. Whether all chat have a form of Godlineſs, and deny the 

ower thereof, are nat to be turned away from? And whether 
all thoſe rhac believe, bat rhe inward and [piritual grace in all men, 
will not ar has not power to cleanſe the Soul from Sin (if obeyed) 
do not deny rhe power of Godlineſs, and are yet in Babyloz, 
Rev. 18. 4. 

11. Didſt not thou affirm to me, that the Light of Man in us 
was darkneſs, when it isa Light from Chriſt in the Soul, whereby 
the Soul may ſee its way to pleaſe God, For 1. 4 ? It is called 
alſo Grace, Spirit, Word in the heart, The anomting, &C. 1 John 
2, 27. If thou hates this Light, thou hates Chriſt . Irs crue, that 
all bate the Light, that love their evil deeds, Joh. 3. 19. 20.21. 

12, What Scripture-proof haſt thou for reading a line in verſe. 
for the people to ſing ? And whether people can ting to the praiſe 
of God, whoſe Souls are not raiied out of: the Grave of Sin? See- 
ing the Apoſtle faith, If the dead r1/e not, preaching is wain ? . And 
whether God is nor as really worſhipped by praying by a Book, 
as ſinging by a Book. 

13. What Scripture-proef haſt thou for taking a verſe in the 
Scripture, and ſtudying a long diſcourſe from it? And whether 
the peoples hearing ſuch long Sermons or Speeches be God's Wor- 

ip? And whether God can be worſhipped any where but in 
the Centre of the Soul ? And whether Perſecucors or Informers 
could ever diſturb God's ſpirirval Worſhip? And whether the ficit 
that ſpeaks in the Church, 7 nor to hold bu peace, if eny thing ts 

revealed to another that ſits by, that he may ſpeak alſo, 1 Cor. 14.12? 

14. Didſt notthou affirm co me, that there are Three perſons in 
Trinity or God-head? I hope thou wilt anſwer thac wich thy 
Scripture-proofs, as the other above in Love, as in Love [ writs. 
this at thy deſire. | 

Concluding with rhiscaution, 7 hat thou take heed, that thou [peaks 
no more evil of a people, that thou knowe(t not, (that &) The Chriſtiary 

Quaker ; becauſe [ am ſure thou canſt nor know them, exceot the laid 

Inward and Spiritual Grace was thy only Teacher. Now, that it 

may be thy guide, that by it thou might be impowwred to turn many to: 

it, that thereby, they may recerve ſtrength to walk wn the path 
righteouſneſs to pleaſe God, i the Prayer of bim 19at loves all people. 

June 22. 


— 94. W,M, 
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*7F*O the Queries above, I do not hear that he intends me an 
1 anſwer in writing; the beſt anſwer I detire is, That he make 
choice of Chriſt's inward and ſpiritual Grace, for his only Teacher, 
then may he be enabled to prevail with many of his hearers to 
>&y the ſame. This indeed would be a happy day which I have 
long hoped for. | 
Thetruth is, ſince he had the Queries above, he hasin his Pulpit 
adviſed his Hearers, To cleanſe their Souls from ſm: Alas! what 
doth that avail, together with his telling them of the Torments of 
Heil, except their minds are turned into the Centre of their Souls, 
there to Worſhip God, in his inward and ſpiritual Grace, for no- 
thing elie can cieanſe their Souls from Sin, and make them be- 
come Worthippers of God in Spirit and in Truth; ſilently wait- 
ing (out of their own thoughts: ) A ſtrange thing to this Preacher, 
Fobn 4. who has already derided waiting in filence upon God ; 
for he can preach, pray and fing when he will, contrary to the 
Primitive Chriſtians. | 
One of this Preachers hearers (whom I ſent the Queries to him 
by) told me, he Gid believe he was nor yer ſat;sfied, that a Woman 
ſhould be permitted to ſpeak in the Church, cauſed me to add the 
Queries that follows, (otherwiſe I think I had writ no more) yet 
hoping he may turn in his mind ro Chriffs Grace in himſelf, fo 
may he turn many to a righreous and holy Ganverſation.; then 
will he ſhine as a bright Star in the Firmament of Truth ; he ha- 
ving ſuch a fair opportunicy co win Souls to God, (having ſuch 
a great number of Hearers.) Gh! happy is that man that turns 
one Soul to God 'rhat is) ra obey Chriſt's inward and ſpiritual 
Grace faithful; ! Oh! that God in mercy would be pleaſed to 
ſhew him in whar he rruffs, but God's time 1s the beſt rime for 
bim and the Turks and Jew: to fze their blindneſs : God's will 
be done. | 
_ Laſtly, Ged knows mv heart, 1 do not write the following in 
Enmity to any Perſon or Perſons whatever, but only in what T 
can incline my Reader: to chuie God's Grace in rkemfelves to he 
their Armor to keep oft the Snares of the Devil and develiſh 
Men. : 
And th-rt ncne that reads rhe(e Lines, may any longer reject 
the Chi:f c:rner Stone, the tfaid Grace or Lig4t in them, that beams 
if. 01: the Sun of righceouſheſs in their Souls, whereby they may 
plainly 
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plainly ſee all the crooked by-paths of the World, the Fleſh and 
the Devil, that leads to everlaſting miſery after Death ; and alſo 
may ſee by that Light from Chr:# in them, how to walk ſafely 
in the ſtrait and narrow, but delightful) Path, thar leads ro God's 
Kingdom to have a Life of endleſs Joy wich God for ever, {© be 


it, Arn. 


The ſecond part of Bueries : which, I hope, will fully ſatisfe this In- 
dependent Preacher, That: a woman may (peak a the Church, 
when moved by God's Grace /o to do. 


15. Haft thou not read, that the ancient Jews was not for per- 
mitting Women and Chi:dren to ask Queſtions in the Church, and 
was not Paul of the ſame mind ? 

16, Is not Male and Feinale a!! one in Chrift, and whether any 
but Deceivers will limic God, that he ſhali not ſend a meſſage 
by a Woman. 

17. Did not God ſend a Woman among your perſecuting Bre- 
thren in New-Ergland, with her face blackr, asa fign ro them for 
their wicked lives, that the Black-Pox ſhould come upon them, 
which accordingly came to paſs ? See Geo. Keith's Vifivle Church in 
New-England. 

13. Doft thou believe that Pau! ever forbid any Woman to ſpealc 
or teach in the Church, that was moved thereto by the Spirit of 
Chriſt 2 And whether a woman was not a fellow labourer with 
Paul in the work of the Goſpel ? 

19. Whether Paul ever forbid any other women to ſpeak in the 
Church, except thoſe talkative women in the Church of Corinrh, 
who troubled the Church with their unprofitable queſtions ? 

20, Haſt thou not a ſtrong zeal againſt a womans preaching 
ſound Doctrine? I wiſh thy zeal was as ſtrong againſt thy women 
Hearers, who arenow ſo itifi-necked as to carry the Dev:!s Towers 
on their heads, whilft thou art teaching them to leave pride : And 
the men that are ſo proud as to wear womens Hair that was b2k'c 
in Pyes to make it remain in Curles, and muſt be powder'd too, 
Is not this abomination? Look back to your anceſtors eallod P;-z- 
tans, Whoſe ſhort Locks, little Bands, and piain modeſt Apparel 
became a Croſs to the vain Work? But you as well as ail o- 
ther religious Profeſſions, have degenerated from their ficit tnnc:- 
cence ; and how many of thy proud hearershaſt thou adino7n- 
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ed for their pride at their own houſes, as is thy duty, if a true 
Preacher ? 

21. Was not that woman that Jeſzs met at Facob's Well, Zob. 4. 
a Preacher, who declared to themen of rhe City, Come, ſee a man 
that hath told me all that ever I did, is not this the Chriff > Can any 
man now preach better Doctrine? and was it not a woman that 
publiſhed Chriſt's Reſurrection ? 

22. Did not Luther affirm, Thatevery good Chriſtian, (not on- 
ly Men, but even Women alſo) is a Preacher ? 

23. How dareſt thou preach againſt pride, when moſt of you 
ſeek as much as you can to promote pride; for do not you unco- 
ver your heads,bow and bend oftener toa fine long Tower or Top- 
knot, than to God ? Donth not ſuch worſhipping Images make the 
proud hearts more puffc up with pride, makirg thote Idols deck 
themſelves the finer next time (if they can) that they may be the 
more worſhipped and bowed unto? Ycu caling men frequently 

- Sir, Sir, at every turn, to flatter them , though mean in the world,) 
and the women Miſtreſſes to flatter, when you have read 7eb.s 44. 
How can you believe, that receive honour one of another? and againſt 
flattering Titles, fob 32. 21,22. 1 Thefſ. 2.5. And to call no man 
Maſter, that not really your Maſter. But you can twiſt theſe 
Doftrines of Chriſt to ſerve ſelf-intereſt, as you do that Doctrine 


of not ſwearing at all, Matth. 5.34. James 5. 12. and others, be- 
ing out of the true Faith, that's without re/pe&# of perſons, James 
© 0; $o 


24. Was Franciſcus Lambertus in the right or no, who writes, 


c 


Bur above all things be carefull thou follow not the manner of 
cc 


Hy pocrites, who have written almoſt more by word, what 
they are to ſay, as if they were to repeat ſome Verſes upon a 
Theatre, have learned all their Preachings, as they dothat aCt 
Tragedies (or Plays) and afterwards when they are in the place 
* of Propheſying, pray the Lord to direct their Tongues, butin the 
mean time ſhutting up the way of the holy Spirit, they deter- 
mine to ſay nothing but what they have wrirt.n. O unhappy 
kind of Prophets, yea, and truly curſed, which depend not up- 
on God's Spirit, but upon their own Writings or Meditations? 
Why prayeſt rhou to rhe Lord, thou falſe Propher, to give thee 
his holy Spirir, by which thou mayeſt ſpeak things profitable, 
and yer thou repelieſt the Spirit? Why preferreſt thou thy 
* Meditation or Study to the Spiticof God? otherwiſe, why com- 


<< mitteſt 
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* rnitteſt thou not thy ſelf to the Spirit. Again, (faith he) The 
« Sheep of Chriſt ſeeketh nothing bur the Voice of Chriſt, which 
& he knoweth by the Holy Spirir, wherewith he is fill'd, he re- 
of gards not learning Tengues (or Languages t ) or any outward , x, ,,... 
« thing, fo as therefore to believe this or that to be the Voice of aMini/ter, 
& Chritt his true Shepherd, he kncweth thar there is need of no for that 
© other thing bur the Teſtimony of God's Spirit, &c. Tract. 5, 4941s nut. 
« Prophecy, Chap. 3.24 And doth not Dr. Everard, an Inde- 

endent, write the only method 1hat h:ly Men of old obJerved, was 
to ſpeak as they were moved by the Holy Spiri ? 

25. Whether or no, are nct ſuch Teachers grofs Hyp2: rices, 
that at-the end of their Worſhip ſay to their Hearers, 7 cormmir yu 
to God's Grace, when they intend no ſuch thing; for if their Hear- 
ers chuſe Gcd's Grace in themſiclves for thor chief Guide and onlv 
Teacher, and by the help thereof come to forſake the Devil and 
all his Works, the Pride and Vn of this wicked World, throw- 
ing by thoſe helliſh Towers from the Wcemens Heads? Theſe 
vain Teachers will be the firſt thar wi!l mock them, and it may 
be tell them, you are going to be a Quaker, and that they think 
is the odiouleſt name they can give them ; litcle conſidering what 
theſe Teachers forced poor Men and Women (calling them God- 
fathers and Godmothers) to Promiſe and Vow for Infants, thai 
they ſhall forſake the Devil, and the Pomps and Vanities of this 
wicked World, which brings to a ſtate of perfetion, and yet 
theſe Teachers will deny that PerfeQion is attainable on this lide 
the Grave, contrary to Scripture, Matth. 5. 48. and 11. 29, 30. 
Foh. x. 8. Gen. 6.9. 1 foh.5.3. and 1. 10. 8. 5. and 2. 4. and 36. 
Rev. 22. 14. Eph. 4. 11, 12,13. 

26. Is it not great Hypocriſy in thee, to bid thy Hearers when 
thou art in thy Pulpit, To cl-anſe their Souls from Sin; and out of 
thy Pulpit ſay to me, We mult ſin every day as long as we live ? 
And alſo to tell them in thy Pulpit for Doftrine, The reaſon hz 
ſo many die in fin eternally, is becauſe they will ; and at other times 
tell them, That acertain number of Souls are ele&ed and the reſt 
reprobated to Eternity before they have done Good or Evil, (is 
not this Myſtery Babylon in one of her fineſt dreſſes? ) Alas! none 
are reprobated before they have ated much Evil; nor are Infants 
that know not Love, Rom. 4. 15. and 5. 13. as full of Sin, as a 
Toad is full of Poyſon, as a Member of thy Church faid in my 
hearing; The Election is in Chriſt the true Seed, and al! that joyns 
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to him are entring into the Eleftion, and continuing fairhfull 
comes to be choſen. | 

The reprobate Seed is the Devil, who rules in the Hearts of 
wicked People thar obey not Chriſt's Grace in them fo, by a con- 
tinual Reſiſtance of the Reprools of God's Grace comes to be in 
a reprobate State. 

27. Has not many poor Squls been almoſt (or quite) diſtracted 
about. your Sin-pleading | Notions, and the frothy Lives of too 
many of you, but moſt chiefly about a Notion 'you are ſaid to 
hold, That God bids men believe, and be ſaved, and not gives power 
to ao (6 ? 

And have you not ſaid to ſuch poor bewiidered Souls, Tour 
Diſtration 1s im order to the work of God upon your Sculs £ ſear not, 
if you die, you ſhall go ro Heaven , for once In Grace ever in Grace, 
contrary to theie Scriptures, Ezek. 18. 26. fob. 15. 6. Rom. 11. 
20. 1 Cor. 9.279. 2 Pet. 1.10. Heb. 3. 12,13. and 4. 11. and 6. 4, 
5,6. and 12. 15, 2 Tim. 4.3. and 4. 10. and 2. 17, 18. I Tim. 
x. 18, 19. and-4. 1. 1 Theſſ.. 3.5. 2. Pet. 2. 14. 13. 18. 22. And 
remember how by your judging young I hitrman, late of Carding- 
z0n, you brovghrinto diſtraction, See ſomewhat thereof in p. 218. 
of the 4:4 Edition of the Toung-man's Companion. SETS 

28. Has net thofe of thy Church loſt Chriſtian Charity, that 
ſaid (as] am inforn:ed) that if the Quakers ſhould have one Mcet- 
ing in your Mecting-houſe (I once deliring it cne day when you 
might ſpare it, | They ſron!d never afier think to go intoit dgain? Fie, 
fie, pray no more for the Convertion of the 7exvs and Turis, what 
would you have them to convert to? For what can they expect 
from you; that has ſolittle Love for your Fellow-Chriflions that 
truly worſhip the ſame God, as you ſay you do, owning Chriſt 
Jefus, a Patron of Meeknels and Lowlineſs, and that his Follow- 
ers ſhould beſo. 

Bur for brevity ſake I ſhall now paſsby ſeveral of your Attings ; 
yetto a little mind you of your want of good example, ir, bringing 

* He ca%- Boys with you to the Meeting, and let them piav at the Door %a 


not be a us _— poke : 
Wg Sermon-time by making of Noiſes, chrowing Hats ar each other 


cher, that (With thy * Boarders) and into my Orchard adjoyning, and alſo 
hasno au- throwing otcnes into the middle of my Orchard to {po'i ty Trees, 
thor:ty to that I veri:y believe the Boys have thrown © Ca: t-loads of Stofies 


rele bis &: : CER AEPY Oe df 
Fam; 0M your Mecting-ya:d into my Orchard within theie 5 years 


iv rel, 


laſt paſt, thy Hearers laugbing or ſmiling to ſee chem,. and yer 
you 
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you will order no man to keep g50d Orders ia the time of youg 
Worſhip, though the Magittrates have often tnid you of it; yea 
one of the Magiſtrates old me, that he faid to faing of von, It 
was a ſhame you kept no go0d Diſcipline and that it was more 
lixe a Play-hovle, than a place of Reigicus Worſhip; vet though 
I have been often wronged by tnele things, 1 bear no Enmiry to 
any of them. 

Now cenfidering that ſome of thoſe People that have ſeen the 
firſt part of the Quer es in Writing, bevin co confider that ther-'s 
no A eas fatisfoetion to the _ in hearings man's wiidom rreach, 
AT... 2; > I Cor. 1 17, 20, 21. ab +-4;4. © 3 Cor; 195. 
they have been | Jearci ing of Man 3o or 45 Yes, and negiet the 
Teac! Nings | of Chriſt's im2w2ars ond ſo: itual Gi ace; This [,ciined 
my heart tc PR iſh-chem in ihe tear of Grd and true Love 7 
hopity, they muy be of toms ſer Vice tothoſe who have nor yet cho- 
ſen Chrift's 7; Wm '4 and ſpiritual Grace far their T3 iCcher. 

To conciutde . F am very fenlible, ws e are a few honeſt 
Hearts arnoneft this People, whom my Scul deariyToves. I mer 
ſuch of rhem, 2s daily hunger and thirt after Rightooutnelſs, thar 
God might ki! tem therewith, and thit Righteouſneſs mizhe fill 
the who& earthi. Hearts of all Men and Women, Theſe, I ſay, 
truly loves all People, yea their very Enemies, 

Theſe, and all 1 ch as theſe, where-ever they are walking at 
preſent, (and of different Fortis of Worſhip at this time) are of 
the true S020 of Sim, of whom glorious things are ſpoken of in 
the Holy Scripture, and which the L5;d loves above all the Dwel- 
ings of 7 udz! ” above all the Out-works of formal wavs of all 
Profeſſions, it's they uh-4 honour che God of Heaven, and maketh 
his Naine to bs loved in the Earth. 

Theſe truly wob'e fe.f-denying Scu's will not go to any place 
to preach Ueſore God has (Ci) [ chem; and it ſent, wiit be of Pa:{'s 
mind, To work w] ity their Rants rarher than romake the Goſpel 
changeable. And in the mind of Proſper, zn ancient Proteſt = 
who ſ.ith, T: t be it at takes any thins for 1 Preachin®, ond is able't 
live of F40Þ Joth it nit without Sin. Oh that many mcre 
might be rail W up, thar deliznts in a holy Converſation to pleaſe 
God, that tis Name of the Lord may be m3gaitied in the Earth, 
is the. Prayer vi 
FFiiliam 1Xuther. 
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S. © For theſe worthy and renowned Souls will not (to get Money 
for preaching) ſhut .up the Kingdom of Heaven againſt Men, by 
telling them, (as too many Teachers do now) That the ſmall Tax 
lent of Grace, that troubles you in your Conſcience when you do evil, 
z not the Key to God's Kingdom. 


A Teſtimony. 


FELDEN the greateſt Scholarand Antiquary of his time,one who 
had taken a diligent Survey of what Knowledge was confide - 
rable amongſt the Fews, Heatbens and Chriſtians; at laſt prof: ſ- 
| ſeth this towards the end of his days, (in his Conference wich Bi- 
ſhop Uſher,) That notwithſtanding he had been ſo Iaborious in his In- 
quiries, and curious in his Colleions, and had poſſeſt himſelf of a Trea- 
ſure of Books and Manuſcripts in all ancient Subjefts , yet he could 
veſt his Soul on none ſave the Scriptures; and above all, that paſſage 
lay moſt remarkable apon bis Spirit, Tit. 2. 11, 12, 13, 14, 15. For 
the Grace of God that bringeth Salvation, hath appeared to all men, 
Teaching wm, that denying ungodlineſs and worldly ſtr, we ſhould live 
ſoberly, rightecuſly, and godly in 1his preſent world, looking for the ble}. 
ſed hope, and the glorious appearing of the great God, and our Saviour 
Teſws Chriſt, who gave himſelf for us, that be might reedem us from all 
mniquity, and purifie unto himſelf a peculiar people, zealous of good 
works. Theſt thitlgs ſpeak and exhort, and rebuke with all authority. 
See I. P. No Croſs, no Crown, p. 388. and the CharaQter of a 
true Chriſtian, in p. 54. in my Young Man's Cotnpanion. 


BEDFORD, 
Aug. 20. 94, 
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